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Field teach: Possessive Adjectives

Standards:

ACTFL:

Communications Sample Progress Indicator Grade 8: Students acquire goods, services, or information orally and/or in writing.

Comparisons Standard 4.1 Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the language studied and their own.

Michigan:

1.1.N.SL.g (Interpersonal Communication Identifying and Describing Novice High): Ask questions about the attributes of places and things in their immediate environment and answer using a list of traits.

4.1.N.b (Comparing Languages Novice High): Identify basic differences and similarities in grammatical structures between one´s own language and the target.

Context: Students are in their second semester of Spanish one and are capable of recognizing and using basic Spanish vocabulary.  They have seen the possessive adjectives before, but I do not believe they have had an activity or lesson about how to use them.

Content objective: Students will be able to express possession in writing using mi(s), tu(s), su(s), and nuestr@(s).  More specifically, students will inflect possessive adjectives for the gender and number of the noun they describe.  

Language objective: Students will learn to write the possessive adjectives.  They will also use previously acquired skills like conjugating verbs in writing.

Materials: Powerpoint presentation, worksheet

Procedure:

1.  Mi mascota ideal warm-up: students see pictures of several animals and pick which one would be their ideal pet.  Students then write two sentences describing their animal in their warm-up worksheets.  Students write one sentence describing each animal. (8 minutes)

2.  Ask a few students to share their sentences. (2 minutes)

3.  Students listen to the song of the day (meanwhile I ensure that the powerpoint is ready to go) (5 minutes)

4.  Go through the powerpoint, beginning by asking how we express possession in English and then asking if they know how it´s expressed in Spanish.  Continue through the powerpoint, which gives examples of how to use mi, su, tu, and nuestro in various forms and for various people.  Examples appear one at a time, allowing me to have students guess at what the forms will be before they appear on the slide.  Do several as a whole-class exercise, then do the later slides as a group.  

5.  After the nuestro/nuestra slide, pass out the worksheets before going on to the last slide.  Instruct students to take notes at the top of the worksheet.  Go through the rules explicitly, using the examples on the ¨reglas¨ slide.

6.  Explain the next task, including explaining the questions on the back.  Tell students that the following worksheet will be counted as a class grade.  I will be assessing whether or not they have followed directions and used the correct possessive adjectives and the correct plural/singular feminine/masculine ending.   

7.  Students read a paragraph about my ideal animal and underline the possessive words that I used.

8.  On opposite side of paper, students work in their groups of 4 and use their warm-up animal to answer questions about their ideal animals.

9.  Ask several students to share their pets with the class. (skip if there isn´t time)

10.  Students turn in their worksheets on their way out.

English use: Students should be able to do the warm-up and go through the powerpoint in Spanish.  I will use English to briefly explain unknown vocabulary or clarify if the students seem confused.  I will also explain the assessment criteria in English to ensure that students understand my expectations.  The worksheet contains footnotes with the English explanations for a couple words that they might not know.  I chose to do this because I wanted to use some vocabulary that made sense in context, but I don´t believe the students know it yet.

Supports the Content and Language objectives: This supports the content objective of describing learning to use possessives in context.  Students will see numerous controlled examples in the powerpoint and have the chance to induce the rule, learn the rule explicitly, see more examples in a paragraph, and finally write use possessives themselves. 

Visual aspects: The powerpoint contains a lot of pictures and groupings that I hope will be intuitive for the students.  I chose to make items appear one at a time so that students have the chance to guess at them, and to help them focus on what I´m talking about, rather than reading the rest of the slide.

