Megan Sutton

Field Teach 2: Spanish Vowels

Standards focus: 


ACTFL Standards for Spanish: Grade 12 Sample Progress Indicator (pg 497): ¨Students compare the writing systems of English and Spanish.¨


Michigan Standards: Comparisons—4.1.N.d (Strand 4, Comparing Languages, Novice High)
 “[Students] identify basic differences and similarities in phonological features (such as pronunciation, intonation, and tone) between one´s own language and the target language”

Context: Students are halfway through their first semester of Spanish one.  They have some ability to read out loud in Spanish, but seem to frequently struggle with it or make errors, particularly with words that are similar to English.  

Content objective: Students will understand that the writing and speaking systems for vowels are different in Spanish and English.  They will learn the Spanish system for single vowels and be able to apply it to novel words.

Language objective: Students will read words and sentences (tongue twisters) out loud, focusing on their pronunciation of vowels.

Procedure:

1.  Explain to students that we are going to spend some time discussing vowels in the English and Spanish writing systems.

2.  Students complete part A of the worksheet in pairs, working together to figure out which words have the same vowel sounds.

3.  Discussion: Does the same vowel always make the same sound?  (No, for example in number 1 ¨a¨ is pronounced differently depending on what it is combined with)

Can we make the same sound using different letters? (Yes, for example in 5, the ¨ah¨ sound can be made using an ¨a¨ or an ¨o.¨  To conclude, students answer the question ¨Do written vowels in English always make the same sound?¨ to summarize the idea that the English vowel system is based on rules about how to combine 5 vowel symbols to obtain the numerous vowels and diphthongs in our sound system.

4.  Tell students we´ll now examine Spanish vowels.  Ask if they know the names of the vowels in Spanish.  Write the 5 vowels on the board.  Next, I´ll model the sample words for each vowel, and students will be asked to repeat each word one time, as I´m not sure we have enough time to have them repeat more than that. Then I´ll ask students what sound they think the letter makes. 

5.  After going through the examples for each, ask the students if they think that the single vowels are the same each time they see them.  Ask them if they noticed a rule, and have them write that single vowels in Spanish always say their name (unlike in English).  Use the example of come in English and come in Spanish to demonstrate this.

6.  In pairs, students practice the new rule with single words, both known and unknown. After a couple minutes, ask if students have any questions about how to pronounce any of the words and review any confusing ones.

7.  Ask students to choose two tongue twisters to practice in their groups of 4 (tables in classroom are already in 4s).  Students should go slowly at first, making sure they pronounce each vowel like its name.  After they are comfortable, they can try saying the tongue twister 5 times fast.

8.  Ask students if they have any questions and thank them for their attention!

English use:

This will be a pretty English heavy lesson, especially for the first part while students are actually looking at the English words to notice that our rules are fairly complicated.  Students don´t know vocabulary for talking about vowels or sounds, so I´ll probably say things in Spanish, then explain in English.  The questions for part B are repeated multiple times, so I´m hoping that after the first couple, I can just ask in Spanish.  Instructions on the worksheet are in Spanish, but I will explain at least partly in English.

Supports the Content and Language objectives:

The lesson supports my objectives by comparing the two systems, then giving a simple rule for how to pronounce Spanish vowels when they see them alone.  Students are given a sort of garden-path explanation of the rule, seeing multiple examples and then learning it as a strategy to help them remember.  They are also given ample time to practice speaking out loud, first by repeating, then by practicing with single words, then with the tongue twisters.

Visual aspects:

I´ve attempted to organize the worksheet very effectively to help students see the natural progression from English to Spanish.  I will be making minimal use of the white board, and don´t need any complex technology for this lesson.

